
EDITORIAL

Looking back on 2024, from the ongoing war in Ukraine 
to escalating tensions in the Middle East and the growing 
uncertainty following the U.S. elections, the world is 
facing unprecedented geopolitical challenges. Climate 
change showed its hand once again with extreme 
weather events in Europe inflicting costly damage as 
devastating flash floods in Valencia, Spain, spelled the 
country’s deadliest disaster in living memory. 

The challenges of climate change, geopolitics  
and energy transition will continue to shape  
our industry. 

However, we have an exciting opportunity to lead the  
way in shaping a resilient, sustainable future for our 
industry and society. One way to achieve this is through 
education and knowledge. IADC, working together with 
PIANC, has an initiative in 2025 to build a global network 
of universities with the aim to exchange knowledge 
between students and to promote the industry to the 
next generation. The plan is to start with Delft University 
of Technology in the Netherlands and Ghent University  
in Belgium. 

On the topic of sharing knowhow, this October saw the 
launch of IADC’s new industry publication, the DFSI 
Magazine. Building on the success of the Dredging for 
Sustainable Infrastructure (DFSI) book, which sets out 
guidelines for sustainable dredging projects, the 
magazine takes a chapter of the book each issue as its 
foundation and includes articles that showcase the  
DFSI philosophy in action. 

The new magazine, which will alternate with Terra et  
Aqua, was presented during IADC’s AGM held in Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam in October to tie in with the 1-day 
conference by IADC and PIANC on Integrating Dredging 
in Sustainable Development. The conference brought 
together 150 industry professionals and focussed on 
greenfield cases around ecosystem services and 
nature-based solutions, as well as brownfield cases on 
stakeholder management and adaptive management.

Be sure to subscribe via our website to receive your copy 
of the new DFSI Magazine, which brings us to this edition 
of Terra et Aqua. In the pursuit to continually make our 
industry safer, we highlight the innovative designs 
submitted for this year’s IADC Safey Awards, along with 
the two winners, as well as articles on reservoir dredging 
and the need for a change in the design and construction 
of reclamation projects.

Frank Verhoeven
President, IADC
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RESILIENT FUTURE

SAFETY

Submissions for the 2024  
IADC Safety Awards
Read all 14 submissions in the running for this  
year’s awards.

EVENTS

Upcoming courses  
and conferences
Why not book your place on the Dredging 
for Sustainable Infrastructure Course  
in Copenhagen in January or reserve  
a spot on the Dredging and Reclamation 
Seminar in Delft next June.

ENVIRONMENT

Reservoir dredging: a risk-based approach
How a risk-based approach to reservoir dredging involving all 
stakeholders from an early stage can help to identify and mitigate risks.

SUSTAINABILITY

Unsuitable to suitable: a change in the reclamation 
design paradigm
Looking at the need for a paradigm shift in the design and construction  
of reclamation projects.
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Award winners share their innovative designs
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