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DREDGING IN FIGURES 2019
Each year the International Association of 
Dredging Companies (IADC) compiles a review 
of the global dredging industry’s preceding 
year, including the industry’s annual turnover. 
‘Dredging in Figures’ will interest individuals 
and organisations following the progress of the 
dredging industry and will allow them to assess 
the state of the industry, its fields of operation 
and main business drivers.

Facts and figures relayed in this review are 
based on information provided by public sources 
as well as member companies of the IADC. To 
ensure precision, IADC only conveys information 
about activities of the dredging industry in open 
markets as data from closed markets cannot be 
verified.

‘Dredging in Figures’ first discusses world 
economic conditions. Global economic 
performance is the basis for the different topics 
that form the overview of dredging in 2019. 
First we sketch global economic conditions 
as the backdrop against which the industry 
operates. Then operational matters related to 
sustainability are addressed, such as corporate 
social responsibility (CSR), environment and 
sustainability, emissions reduction and safety. 
Those developments that create a need for 
dredging activities are covered in the third part 
of this review. These are world trade, population 
growth and urban development, climate change 
and coastal protection, energy and tourism. 
Finally, the actual dredging industry turnover for 
2019 is presented.

GLOBAL ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) reports 
that in 2019 the sluggishness of the global 
economy continued. Since 2016 a weakening 
of global economic growth was identified, but 
2019 showed a weakening last recorded in the 
economic crisis of 2008. Projections from 2018 
were revised downward to 3.0% growth over 
the year. Some of this sluggish growth could be 
attributed to rising trade barriers and geopolitical 
tensions leading to uncertainty. Concretely, Brexit 
talks, the trade war between the USA and China 
and tensions in the Persian Gulf can be named 
as examples. The IMF also refers to cyclical 
and structural slowdowns being magnified by 
these happenings. For all regions there was a 
deceleration of growth recorded.

LESS ENERGY DEMAND AND VOLATILE 
OIL PRICES
The US Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
reports lower growth in energy demand over 
2019 than in 2018. Moreover, it was far less 
than the average rate since 2010. Both slower 
economic growth and the effects of mild weather 
on heating and cooling were cited as chief 
causes. 

While the oil price was volatile in 2018 and 
continued to be so in 2019, it did not reach the 
highs of 2018. Prices were in line with projections 
from the previous year. Expanded US shale 
production is cited as one reason for an elastic 
global oil supply. Figure 1 shows both this 
volatility as well the economic slowdown.

FIGURE 1. 
CLC1:  US CRUDE OIL PRICE INDEX 28/09/2015 - 22/12/2020

Source: Reuters 2020.
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Also according to the EIA, natural gas prices 
in 2019 were the lowest in three years. Imports 
of LNG in the USA helped to stabilize the price 
and even during a cold spell prices did not rise 
disproportionally.

GROWTH IN GLOBAL TOURISM
Global tourism also is an indicator of economic 
conditions. The United Nations World Trade 
Organization (UNWTO) long-term forecast 
published in 2010 predicted the 1.4 billion 
mark of international tourist arrivals for 2020. 
Stronger economic growth, more affordable air 
travel, technological changes, new businesses 
models and greater visa facilitation around 
the world have accelerated growth in tourism 
including marine-related tourism. Simultaneously 
there has been a shift in tourism to minimizing 
environmental impact but also seeing previously 
out of reach destinations; tourism may therefore 
be seen as a sector with not only linear growth 
but also as one in development. Growth in 
tourism was measured at 4% over 2019, 
reaching 1.5 billion international tourist arrivals. 

This means that tourism is outpacing economic 
growth and has surpassed UNWTO expectations. 
However, the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic has 
significantly affected tourism in 2020, with a 
98% fall in tourist numbers seen in May 2020 
as compared with May 2019. The COVID-19 
pandemic has caused significant economic 
uncertainty worldwide. 

SUSTAINABILITY
The Paris Agreement as came into being in 2016 
and at the end of 2019 a total of 197 countries 
had signed (March 2018: 195), and 11 more had 
ratified since the previous year (March 2018: 
21 had not ratified). This universal agreement 
set goals for preventing global warming and 
has delegated action to the signatory countries, 
meaning that many national governments have 
instigated policies meant to reduce emissions. 

Clients are ever more keenly aware of the need 
for sustainability as a priority for their projects 
and base their collaboration in part and even 
wholly on contractors’ ability to work this way. 
By far most IADC dredging companies operate 
within signatory countries and therefore policies 
encouraging businesses to make choices aimed 
at limiting a negative impact on the environment. 

The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
are the reference point to sustainable operations. 
They present a framework for shaping ambitions 
and taking responsibility. The interrelated goals 
expressed in the SDGs are included in all phases 
of projects, design, preparation and execution, to 
create shared value and enhance positive impact 
on the one hand while mitigating negative impact 
on the other. 

FIGURE 1. 
CLC1:  US CRUDE OIL PRICE INDEX 28/09/2015 - 22/12/2020

Source: https://www.imf.org/external/datamapper/NGDP_RPCH@WEO/WEOWORLD

FIGURE 2.  
TOURIST NUMBERS 1980-2020.
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OPTIMALISING POSITIVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
Projects are carried out not only in accordance 
with international and national legislation on, 
for example, reducing CO2 production and 
emissions. They also comply with the social 
and environmental policies and goals of each 
company. This way, dredging companies 
take responsibility for their activities and act 
in the best interests of the environment as 
well as clients, local communities and other 
stakeholders. As part of their attention to 
sustainability efforts they have developed 
instruments for community consultation, CO2 
footprint calculation and innovation to reduce 
emissions. 

The dredging industry is ideally positioned 
for positive environmental impact because 
of its close association with and influence 
on both marine and coastal environments. 
It has taken a proactive approach towards 
enhancing environmental value, going far 
beyond international and national policy and 
legislation. Much research is dedicated to 
finding more sustainable ways of carrying out 
projects. Industry efforts to enhance positive 
environmental impact are put in place in 
Building with Nature. In 2019 the IADC industry 
journal Terra & Aqua disseminated ample sector-
related sustainability information, dedicating 
more than half its content to the subject. 

Applying Ecosystems Services to projects offers 
the dredging industry a structured and analytical 
way of making a positive impact with projects. A 
recurring theme in the industry is the beneficial 
use of dredged sediments, which can be seen as 
a nod to the circular economy. 

REDUCING EMISSIONS
The dredging industry’s carbon footprint results 
primarily from fuel consumption during dredging 
works. The dredging industry is committed 
to reducing its CO2, SOx and NOx emissions. 
Reducing emissions from fuel use is a continual 
work in progress that permeates technical 
decision-making, research and education, 
innovation and knowledge exchange. Using 
alternative fuels is the main way of achieving 
lower emissions. These either burn far more 

cleanly or are so efficient that the overall CO2 

output is considerably lower or near zero. 
Alternative fuels such as liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) and biofuels as well as biodegradable 
lubricants are being used more and more. 
Furthermore, the Ultra-Low Emission Vessels 
(ULEV) being built today are fitted with a highly 
advanced exhaust gas filtering systems using 
Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) systems 
and Diesel Particle Filters (DPF). These strongly 
reduce emissions of NOx and of particulate 
matter, making all fuels far more sustainable in 
use.

ENSURING SAFETY
A measure of risk is inherent in an industry 
of heavy equipment and work in marine 
environments. Dredging companies can only 
perform at their best when daily operations 
occur without incidents and accidents. The 
International Labour Organization points out 
that occupational health and safety problems 
at work cause suffering for workers and their 
families. And additionally lead to colossal costs 
for enterprises. It cites compensation, lost 
work days, interrupted production, training and 
reconversion, as well as health-care expenditure 
as being a major part of the world’s annual GDP.  

The major dredging companies have actively 
developed their own safety programmes and 
guidelines. They emphasise safety awareness 
amongst all employees and aim to identify 
potential risks and address them upfront. Most 
companies invest in in-house safety training 
programmes for employees. These point out 
individual employee’s roles in maintaining safety 
standards and strive to give them the tools by 
which to ensure their own and their colleagues’ 
safety. 

The consensus amongst 
the major contractors is 
that safety awareness and 
training require constant 
attention and they actively 
do so by monitoring safety 
on a regular basis. The 
IADC facilitates in 
maintaining the excellent 
health and safety results 
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of its members, promoting safety and prevention 
through its Safety Committee. This committee 
helps to ensure that the industry standards 
for safety surpass national legislation and 
international regulations. The Safety Committee 
has laid out its mandate within a Safety Charter 
acknowledging its compliance with all applicable 
safety and health laws, relevant regulations and 
codes of practice.

DRIVERS OF DREDGING  
The progress of the dredging industry is driven 
by five global trends, these being increasing 
world trade, population growth and urban 
development, climate change and coastal 
protection, energy demand, and tourism.
 
WORLD TRADE
Seaborne trade is the backbone of international 
trade and the global economy and an important 
driver of the dredging industry. Approximately 
80% of global trade by volume and over 70% 
of global trade by value are carried by sea and 
handled by ports worldwide. The global ocean-
based economy is estimated at USD 3 trillion a 
year, which is around 5% of global GDP.
According to UNCTAD, after a period of slow 
economic growth from 2012 to 2014, followed 
by a downturn in 2015 and 2016, the years 2017 
and 2018, despite a degree of global uncertainty, 
showed an increase in worldwide trade. 
Merchandise trade volume was forecast at 2.6% 
percent for 2019, its lowest level since 2008–09, 
and lower than 2018. 

In developing countries trade in services 
continued to grow by 2.7% in 2019, while trade in 
goods decreased by 3.5%. By the end of 2019, 
the global growth forecast was sharply reduced 
to 1.2% and by the end of the year, a standstill 
in trade growth was identified. Seaborne trade 
will remain central to the global economy, 
generating opportunities for developing countries 
as both users and providers of maritime 
transport services. The OECD identifies ports 
as giving countries a competitive advantage in 
international trade.

FIGURE 3. 
WORLD MERCHANDISE TRADE

FIGURE 4. 
TOTAL MARITIME TRADE DEMAND, 2000-50

Notes: *Figures for 2018 onwards are projections. Figures for 2015-2030 and 2015-2050 are based on 
the OECD ENV linkages model
Source: WTO (2018)

Note: Data for 2017 are estimates; data for 2030 and 2050 are projections.
Source: Data for 2000-17 are from UNCTAD (2018) Review of Maritime Transport (tonnes loaded) and
Clarksons Research (tonne-kilometres), as cited in UNCTAD (2018).

1. HOW TRANSPORT DEMAND WILL CHANGE BY 2050  25

ITF TRANSPORT OUTLOOK 2019 © OECD 2019

International trade faces uncertainties 

Trade is a main determinant of freight demand. Current estimates show global trade 

growing slightly stronger than GDP, but on a downward path. The OECD ENV Linkages 

model projects 3.4% annual growth through 2030 and 3.2% through 2050 (Table 1.2) 

Global merchandise trade volumes are expected to grow at gradually descending growth 

rates from 2017 onwards, reaching 3.7% in 2019. The figures for merchandise trade 

growth reflect the risks of gowing protectionism that will not only reduce trade flows, but 

diminish the exchange of information and new technologies - with important impacts on 

productivity and long-term growth (WTO, 2018[11]); (IMF, 2018[15]).  

Growth in trade will be impacted by the trend of global value chains becoming more 

consolidated (ITF, 2017[19]). Trade in emerging economies is also likely to be affected by 

market disturbances such as rising interest rates in developed economies (WTO, 2018[11]). 

Nevertheless, exports and imports will grow faster in emerging economies than 

developed economies. The compound annual growth rate of imports for developing and 

emerging economies will be 60% higher than that of developed economies for imports 

and nearly three-quarters higher for exports by 2050. Among the world regions, Asia 

displays the highest growth rates in merchandise trade. Although they are expected to 

slow as early as 2019, Asia will also grow fastest in the long-term through 2050 - together 

with South and Central America, according to OECD projections.  

Table 1.2. World merchandise trade 

Percentage change over previous year 

Compound Annual Growth Rate 
2016 2017 2018* 2019* 2015-2030* 2015-2050* 

World 1.8 4.7 3.9 3.7 3.4 3.2 
Exports 

 Developed economies 1.1 3.4 3.5 3.3 2.7 2.3
 Developing and emerging economies 2.5 5.3 4.6 4.5 4.2 4.0
 North America 0.6 4.2 5.0 3.6 3.5 2.8
 South and Central America 2.0 3.3 2.8 2.6 3.1 3.4
 Europe 1.2 3.5 2.9 3.2 2.2 2.0
 Asia 2.3 6.7 5.5 4.9 4.2 3.8
 Other regions 3.4 0.2 2.6 3.6 3.6 4.2

Imports 
 Developed economies 2.1 3.0 3.2 3.0 2.7 2.5
 Developing and emerging economies 1.6 8.1 4.8 4.5 4.3 4.0
 North America 0.0 4.0 4.3 3.6 2.8 2.9
 South and Central America -6.7 4.0 3.6 4.0 4.3 3.9
 Europe 3.3 2.5 3.1 3.0 2.4 2.1
 Asia 3.5 9.8 5.7 4.9 4.2 3.9
 Other regions -1.7 3.5 0.5 1.4 3.6 3.7

Notes: *Figures for 2018 onwards are projections. Figures for 2015-2030 and 2015-2050 are based on the 

OECD ENV linkages model 

Source: WTO (2018[11])   

Uncertainty around oil prices 

Rising oil prices could attenuate projected economic growth in the next few years by 

contributing to inflation and reducing disposable household incomes. Oil price 

fluctuations have a particularly significant impact on the transport sector. They can lead 
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POPULATION GROWTH AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT
The world’s population is growing steadily larger. 
In mid-2019 it reached 7.7 billion people, an 
increase of 1 billion since 2007. In 2019 the most 
populous countries in the world were as follows 
from most to least: China, India, United States, 
Indonesia, Pakistan, Brazil, Nigeria, Bangladesh, 
Russian Federation and Mexico. Around 2027 
India will surpass China as the most populous 
country in the world. The world’s least developed 
countries also have the world’s fastest growing 
populations and many are vulnerable to climate 
change and sea-level rise.

The United Nations Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (UN DESA) predicts the upper 
limits of world population as 8.5 billion in 2030, 
9.7 billion in 2050 and 10.9 billion in 2100.
World Bank figures show that in 2019, 4.274 
billion people, or 55.7% of the world population, 
were concentrated in urban areas, opposed to 
55.3% in 2018. And this trend is expected to 
continue. By 2045, the number of people living 
in cities will increase to 6 billion, representing an 
additional 2 billion urban residents. 68% of the 
world’s population is expected to be urban by 
2050. Cities are thus projected to grow and the 
prevalence of the megacity with a population of 
more than 10 million inhabitants will increase. 
To accommodate the projected increases in 
population, and consequent increases in city 
size, countries will be faced with having to 
expand their land areas. 

As many of these urban agglomerations are 
located along coastlines or rivers, the dilemma 
of land scarcity can be alleviated with land 
reclamation in the water, adding buildable areas 
adjoining the coast where needed. Meeting this 
demand through land reclamation has made 
urbanisation a major driver for the dredging 
industry. For at least three decades dredging 
contractors have regularly executed land 
reclamation projects to extend the boundaries of 
existing coastal areas – or islands.

FIGURE 5. 
POPULATION OF THE WORLD, SDG REGIONS AND 
SELECTED GROUPS OF COUNTRIES, 2019, 2030, 2050 AND 
2100, ACCORDING TO THE MEDIUM-VARIANT PROJECTION

POPULATION SIZE AND ANNUAL GROWTH RATE FOR THE 
WORLD: ESTIMATES, 1950-2020, AND MEDIUM-VARIANT 
PROJECTION WITH 95 PER CENT PREDICTION INTERVALS, 
2020-2100
Population growth continues at the global level, but the rate of 
increase is slowing, and the world’s population could cease to grow 
around the end of the century

Data source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2019). 
World Population Prospects 2019. * excluding Australia and New Zealand

Data source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2019). 
World Population Prospects 2019.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND COASTAL 
PROTECTION
At the 2017 UN Oceans Conference it was 
estimated that more than 600 million people live 
in coastal areas that are less than 10 metres 
above sea level, and nearly 2.4 billion people 
live within 100 kilometres of the coast. Often this 
is in urban agglomerations that are vulnerable 
to storm surges and sea-level rise. In addition, 
many coastal countries are vulnerable to flooding 
and must regularly maintain the integrity of their 
dynamic shorelines. It is projected that more than 
half of the world’s population will reside within 
100 kilometres of a coast by 2030.

The side effects of climate change – more 
extreme weather events and rising sea levels 
– have direct consequences for increasingly 
inhabited waterfront or low-lying areas, which 
have a greater potential for flooding especially 
resulting from natural disasters. Dredging 
companies have traditionally contributed to 
coastal protection projects and maintaining 
shorelines and have increasingly improved 
engineering technologies to achieve this. 
The OECD estimates that floods currently affect 
250 million people around the world every year. 
For example, two-thirds of the Netherlands’ 
inhabitants live in flood-prone areas and nearly 
half of Japan’s population resides in former river 
and coastal flood plains. In Asia, the megacities 
of Ho Chi Minh City, Jakarta and Manila already 
suffer from subsidence and regular floods. 
Around 15% of cities – most of which are situated 
near coastlines – are at high risk of exposure to 
two or more types of natural disaster. For many 
countries, a majority of their inhabitants live in 
flood-prone areas. 

An increase in extreme weather events is 
a worldwide phenomenon. Annual average 
damages from floods reported by the 
International Disasters Database (EM-DAT) have 
increased over the decades, from less than 
USD 4 billion per year between 1971-80 to 
over USD 40 billion per year between 2011 
and 2015. In 2019 the EM-DAT recorded 396 
natural disasters worldwide, with a total of 
11,755 fatalities and a cost of USD 130 billion. 
Large floods have grave financial and economic 
implications for governments, businesses and 

households. In the aftermath, agricultural output 
and tourism revenue may be reduced until 
recovery efforts are implemented. Upgrades to 
coastal defences contribute to the protection of 
these coastal areas and their populations and the 
dredging industry is well prepared to tackle these 
engineering challenges.

The need for coastal resilience plans is becoming 
clearer worldwide. Dredging contractors have 
an evident role to play in protecting coastlines 
from sea-level rise and extreme weather events. 
For many decades they have performed coastal 
protection projects across the world, gaining 
experience and specialised knowledge, leading 
to innovative solutions for the future.

ENERGY
According to the BP Statistical Review of World 
Energy 2020 growth in energy markets slowed 
in 2019 in line with weaker economic growth, 
as well as for example mild weather. The 
growth rate of consumption of primary energy 
was 1.3% in 2019 as compared with 2.8% in 
2018. The International Energy Agency (IEA) 
observed a significant variability across energy 
sources, citing an absolute decline for coal while 
renewables experienced a record increase. 
Electricity showed the slowest growth since the 
financial crisis. Like the variability across energy 
sources, there were significant differences in 
consumption, with China experiencing by far the 
greatest growth in energy use. 

FIGURE 6.  
SATELLITE DATA: 1993-PRESENT

Source: climate.nasa.gov
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Cumulative global offshore wind capacity has 
been increasing steadily over the last years. 

Additional offshore wind capacity in 2019 
increased the percentage of offshore wind 
energy worldwide to over 10%, in comparison 
with only 1% in 2009. Europe remains the largest 
offshore market at the end of 2019, but countries 
around the world are investing in offshore wind. 
Offshore energy and more specifically the 
construction of offshore oil, gas and wind 
energy infrastructure give a major impulse to 
the dredging industry. Oil and gas resources are 
often located offshore and in remote areas, and 
thus require seabed intervention in the form of 
trenching for cables and pipelines by dredging 
contractors for connections with the off-takers 
on land. In addition, a number of dredging 
contractors are involved in the construction of 
offshore wind infrastructure. Dredgers prepare 
the seabed for the construction of windfarms. 
Only turnover from seabed intervention is 
included in this review. 

TOURISM    
Tourism has grown faster than world trade in the 
recent past and remains a strong growth sector. 
In 2019 there were 1.5 billion international tourist 
arrivals (+4%), representing a slight decline in 
growth compared to 2018. The Middle East (8%) 
grew faster than the world average, with Asia and 
the Pacific following at 5%. Predictions by the 
United Nations World Tourism Organization in 
the World Tourism Barometer will obviously differ 
considerably from actual recorded tourist travel in 
2020 as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The demand for cruising increased 20.5% 
between 2014 and 2018 and the cruise industry 
represents the fastest-growing category in 
the leisure travel market. In 2018, 28.5 million 
passengers cruised globally yet the ban on 
cruises to Cuba in 2019, Hurricane Dorian and 
some contraction in Europe left their mark on the 
third quarter earnings of the three biggest cruise 
companies in that year, and operating expenses 
were up. The projected increase of cruise 
passengers to 32 million in 2020 by Statista has 
not yet been adjusted for the effects of the 2020 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Passengers can choose from almost 1,000 ports 
and come from around all over the world, with 
growth in source markets like China. The total 
economic impact of cruising is USD 126 billion. 

The need for cruise ports to invest in expansion 
and deepening of access channels is obvious 
and the skills of the dredging industry are an 
integral part of the expansion and maintenance 
of cruise ports and the deepening of access 
channels, as well as beach replenishment 
projects. The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic has 
made a major dent in global tourism, with 
300 million fewer tourists and USD 320 billion 
lost.

FIGURE 7. 
TOP FIVE INCREASES AND DECREASES IN OIL 
CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION

Source: BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2020 | 69th edition
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ANNUAL TURNOVER FROM 2018 AND 2019 IN € MLN

A comparison of annual turnover from 2018 and 2019 according to geographical area. 
Source: IADC member companies

Laos

2019 INDUSTRY TURNOVER  
The global economy lost momentum as the 2018 
progressed and further slowed in 2019. Yet the 
dredging industry’s total turnover – excluding 
closed markets – in 2019 was relatively stable 
compared to previous years, estimated at 
EUR 5.2 billion (USD 6.17 billion). 

In terms of trade-related development, capital 
infrastructure projects constituted 43% of the 
2019 turnover with a majority of works realised in 
Europe, followed by the Middle East and Africa. 
Maintenance of existing infrastructure constituted 
21% of turnover, with the largest shares taking 
place in Europe and Central and South America. 
The total annual turnover (EUR 5.2 billion, 
USD 6.17 billion) marks a 2% rise from the 2018 
figure. The figures in this report exclude turnover 
from projects which were not available for 
international tendering in open markets. 

The IADC does not publish information about 
projects in closed markets such as China and the 
United States as the data cannot be verified and 
therefore are not reliable.

Africa Canada Central &
South America Europe Middle East India

subcontinent Asia Australia

Total 2018 670 50 785 1,035 835 365 1,195 170
Total 2019 655 100 625 1,245 935 450 995 215

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

DREDGING IN FIGURES 2019



10

REFERENCES
Cruise Lines International Association. 
https://cruising.org/-/media/research-updates/research/clia-
2019-state-of-the-industry-presentation-(1).ashx

BP Statistical Review of World Energy. 
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-sites/en/global/
corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/statistical-review/bp-stats-
review-2020-full-report.pdf

EM-DAT. 
https://www.emdat.be/cred-crunch-54-disasters-2018-year-
review-0

Global Trade Mag. 
https://www.globaltrademag.com/global-trade-2019-wrap-up-
and-2020-forecast/

Global Wind Energy Council. 
https://gwec.net/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2020/08/
GWEC-offshore-wind-2020-5.pdf

International Energy Agency. 
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-energy-review-2019

International Monetary Fund. 
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2019/10/01/
world-economic-outlook-october-2019

International Trade Center. 
https://www.trademap.org/

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.  
https://www.oecd.org/greengrowth/
portshowtogetmorevalueformoney.htm

Petroleum Economist. 
https://www.petroleum-economist.com/articles/markets/
trends/2018/the-rise-and-fall-of-oil-prices-in-2018

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. SDG 
Pulse. 
https://sdgpulse.unctad.org/trade-developing-economies/.
https://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/wir2020_en.pdf

United Nations Ocean Fact Sheet. 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/
uploads/2017/05/Ocean-fact-sheet-package.pdf

United Nations World Tourism Organization. 
https://www.unwto.org/news/impact-of-covid-19-on-global-
tourism-made-clear-as-unwto-counts-the-cost-of-standstill
https://www.unwto.org/world-tourism-barometer-n18-
january-2020

World Population Review. 
http://worldpopulationreview.com/ 

World Trade Organization. 
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres19_e/pr837_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres19_e/pr840_e.htm

METHODS
‘Dredging in Figures’ has been carefully compiled on the 
basis of the results of a Delphi survey amongst IADC 
members, analyses of company reports and other sources, 
public or otherwise. All information has been verified to the 
best of IADC’s ability. IADC and its members cannot be 
held accountable for any inaccuracies. The review does 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the individual IADC 
members.

Please contact IADC if you wish to reproduce any or all 
information in this review either electronically and/or in any 
other form.

For further enquiries, please contact the IADC Secretariat: 
tel: +31(0)70 352 33 34 
e-mail: info@iadc-dredging.com
website: www.iadc-dredging.com

The International Association of Dredging Companies (IADC) 
is the global umbrella organisation for contractors in the 
private dredging industry. As such, the IADC is dedicated 
to promoting not only the skills, integrity and reliability of its 
members, but also the dredging industry in general. The 
information presented here is part of an on-going effort to 
communicate with clients, stakeholders and other concerned 
parties about the fundamental importance of dredging and 
maritime construction.
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