
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
JAN DE NUL AND KEPPEL FELS: WINNERS 
OF THE IADC SAFETY AWARDS 2021 
 
16 September 2021 – During the virtual IADC Annual General Meeting, IADC 
President Frank Verhoeven revealed the winners of the Safety Awards 2021. As of this 
year, IADC presents two safety awards: one to a dredging contractor and one to a supply 
chain organisation active in the dredging or offshore industry. The first award was 
granted to Jan De Nul Group for its Bollard Step. The second award went to Keppel 
FELS, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Keppel Offshore & Marine, with its Safety Plus 
Programme and National WSH Vision 2028. 
 
DREDGING CONTRACTOR AWARD  
Jan De Nul's bollard step was designed by crew, creating a solution that is both easy and 
quick to use and requires little maintenance. The bollard step transforms mooring 
equipment into a safe and secure step for making maritime transfers. There are several 
step designs to deal with different locations and scenarios, all of which can be used on a 
variety of vessels. The simple and smart solution is adaptable to different types of 
bollards and creates a stable platform in places where a transfer zone would not normally 
be possible. 
 
SUPPLY CHAIN ORGANISATION AWARD  
Anchored in Keppel Offshore & Marine’s Safety Plus Programme and Singapore's 
National WSH Vision 2028, Keppel FELS continues to consistently improve and enhance 
its existing Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) management systems. The company 
invests in building HSE competence and capabilities through training, outreach activities 
and empowerment of every employee to intervene and stop unsafe acts. Keppel FELS 
adopts a set of ten life-saving rules and carries out an assessment of high impact risk 
activities (HIRA) prior to the execution of works. 
 
ANNUAL AWARDS PROMOTE SAFETY INNOVATION 
“As IADC, we realise that suppliers and dredging contractors play an important role in 
increasing safety. Sometimes the simplest idea can make a major contribution to 
improving safety, as is the case of the Bollard Step. This nomination, designed by crew, 
showed once again that an idea doesn't always have to be rocket science, but innovation 
can be found in the simplest of things,” says René Kolman, Secretary General of IADC. 
“Our Safety Awards are designed to encourage the development of safety skills in the 
workplace and to reward people and companies who demonstrate a commitment to 
safety awareness in the course of their profession. The awards, presented each year, 
recognise the exceptional safety performance demonstrated by a particular project, 
programme, procedure, product, vessel, team or employee(s).” 
 

  



 

 
Photo 1 caption: 

Designed by crew, Jan De Nul’s bollard step is designed to 
transform mooring equipment into a safe and secure step 
on which to make marine transfers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photo 2 caption: 

Keppel FELS leverages Keppel Offshore & 
Marine’s dedicated safety training centre and 
adopts new technology to continuously improve 
and enhance its existing Health, Safety and 
Environment (HSE) management systems.  
 
 
 
 

Photo: Rendy Aryanto/vvs.sg 
 
 
ABOUT IADC 
The International Association of Dredging Companies (IADC) is the global umbrella organisation 
for contractors in the private dredging industry. IADC has over a hundred main and associated 
members. Together they represent the forefront of the dredging industry. An industry that makes 
the world a safer, better and more sustainable place to live. IADC is driven to help that industry 
move forward with a variety of activities and publications, all of which can be found on our website 
www.iadc-dredging.com 
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